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Maximum Support for Raising the Minimum
Most Americans Now Live in States That Have Raised the Wage Floor

By Michael Dimock
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press
April 19, 2006

On April 10" Governor Mike Huckabee
added Arkansas to the growing list of states with
minimum wage levels above $5.15 an hour. With
this act, a majority of Americans now live in states
that have enacted wage minimums above the
federal floor. The political impetus behind this and
other state actions is easily discerned — raising the
minimum wage has broad public backing that
crosses all social, regional and political categories.

By an overwhelmingly margin (83% to
14%), the American public favors raising the
federal minimum wage to $7.15 per hour -- a hefty
$2.00 an hour increase. And nearly half (49%) say

Breakdown of state minimum wage laws
Under federal law, all workers covered by the Fair Labor Standards Act are paid
a minimum of $5.15 an hour. But states can pass their own laws raising the
minimum or expanding the workers covered.
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they strongly support such an increase. While there are differences in the extent of support across
political and socioeconomic lines, raising the minimum wage receives widespread support from both

Republicans and Democrats, wealthy and poor.

The federal minimum wage was last raised to the
current $5.15-an-hour in 1997. However, 20 states plus
the District of Columbia have passed legislation requiring
employers to pay wages higher than the federal minimum. % % %
Maryland,
Michigan and Rhode Island) have committed to minimum

Already this year four states (Arkansas,

wage increases.

Ten states have now enacted laws that set the
minimum wage at $7.15 or higher. This includes changes
set to take effect by January 1, 2007 in New York, New
Jersey and Hawaii, along with the recent bills passed in
Michigan and Rhode Island. In the other 11 jurisdictions
with above-federal minimums, the floor for hourly wages
currently ranges from $6.15 in Delaware, Maryland and

Minnesota, to $7.00 in the District of Columbia.’

Support for Federal Minimum
Wage Hike Extends Nationwide

Increase to $7.15
Favor Oppose DK

Total 83 14 3=100
Minimum wage

in respondent’s state

$5.15 82 16 2=100
$6.15 to $7.00' 82 14 4=100
$7.15 or more® 88 10 2=100

' AR*, CA, DE, DC, FL, IL, ME, MD*, MA, MN, WI
2 CT, MI*, NJ*, NY*, OR, RI*, VT, WA
(*= increase passed, will take effect by 7/1/07)

Note: As with most major national surveys, Pew
surveys include only the 48 contiguous states to
avoid time zone difficulties when calling. As a
result, Alaska and Hawaii are not represented
here.

See Stateline.org: Kathleen Hunter, “States lead way on minimum wage hikes,” Jan. 20, 2006.



While state mandates differ, public opinion on the issue does not. In the 30 states where the
federal $5.15 minimum applies, 82% say they support a $2-increase to $7.15, while just 16% are
opposed. In states where a minimum wage of $7.15 or more has already been passed, 88% are in favor,
a difference that is not statistically significant.

72% of Republicans Want Wages Hiked Raise Minimum Wage

Democrats express more support for minimum from $5.15 to $7.15
wage hikes, but the gap between Democrats and
Republicans is relatively small in this era of intense Favor Oppose DK
partisanship. Raising the minimum wage by two dollars to % % %
Total 83 14 3=100

$7.15 is nearly universally supported among Democrats —
91% favor the idea and just 8% are opposed. Party

Independents agree by an 87%-to-11% margin. A larger Republicans 72 24 4=100

proportion of Republicans (24%) opposes an increase to Democrats 91 8 1=100

$7.15, yet still 72% are in favor. Independents 87 11 2=100

, . . Household income

There is a somewhat greater party divide in $75.000+ 76 22 2=100

intensity of support — Democrats are almost twice-as-likely $50-$75,000 86 11 3=100

as Republicans (59% vs. 31%) to strongly favor raising the || $20-$50,000 85 13 2=100

minimum wage. But only 4% of Americans strongly || Under $20,000 91 7 1=100
oppose the idea, including 8% of Republicans and just 2% Age

of Democrats. 18-29 87 10 3=100

30-49 81 17 2=100

Not surprisingly, people in lower income brackets 50-64 87 11 2=100

are more supportive of a hike in the minimum wage, but 65+ 78 17 5=100

again, the idea garners broad support even among
relatively wealthy Americans. Nine-in-ten people whose household income is under $20,000 annually
support an increase to $7.15 an hour, while 7% are opposed. Among those with household incomes of
$75,000 or more, 76% favor the idea, while 22% are opposed. Again, there is a significant gap in the
intensity of feeling across these groups — 58% in the under-$20,000 category strongly support the $2.00
increase in the minimum wage, compared with 39% in the $75,000-plus category.

When it comes to raising the minimum wage, opinions differ little across age groups, and there is
no significant difference of opinion based on where a person lives. Support is roughly equal in urban,
rural, and suburban parts of the country, and is equally as strong in the South, Midwest, Northeast and
West. There is also broad support for a minimum wage hike across racial and ethnic lines — it is backed
by more than eight-in-ten white, black and Hispanic respondents. Support is strongest among African-
Americans, nearly two-thirds of whom strongly favor raising the minimum wage, compared with 47% of
whites.

http://www.stateline.org/live/ViewPage.action?siteNodeld=136&languageld=1&contentld=81956
The National Restaurant Association compiles up-to-date information on state minimum wage laws at:
http://www.restaurant.org/government/state/wage/




Support Rose Only Slightly In Past Decade

Support for a hike in the minimum wage has grown Raise Minimum Wag1e
somewhat over the past decade, though it has always been from $5.15 to $6.45
high. When asked about a more modest increase in the Feb Oct Jun Dec Mar
minimum wage from $5.15 to $6.45 an hour, 86% are 199821999 2001 2004 2006
supportive today. This is up from 80% who favored a hike to % % % % %
$6.15 in February of 1998. Opposition to a more modest [ Favor 80 82 87 86 86
increase in the minimum wage has fallen from 19% to 11% | Oppose 19 16 12 12 11
over this time period. Don'tknow 1 2 1 2 3

100 100 100 100 100
According to Stateline.org, boosting the state || ' Half of respondents in the current survey

o ) were asked about an increase to $6.45 (shown
minimum wage is expected to be one of the most common here). The other half were asked about an

questions posed to voters in the coming November elections || increase to $7.15 (shown earlier).

2
with possible influence on the outcome of certain gubernatorial || ! 1998 respondents were asked about an
) increase to $6.15
contests.

ABOUT THIS SURVEY

Results for this survey are based on telephone interviews conducted under the direction of Princeton Survey
Research Associates International among a nationwide sample of 1,405 adults, 18 years of age or older, from March
8-12, 2006. For results based on the total sample, one can say with 95% confidence that the error attributable to
sampling is plus or minus 3 percentage points. For results based on form 1 (N=710) and form 2 (N=695) the
sampling error is plus or minus 4 percentage points. In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that
question wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion
polls.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER FOR THE PEOPLE & THE PRESS
MARCH 2006 NEWS INTEREST INDEX
March 8-12, 2006, N = 1,405

ASK ALL:

Q.25  As | list some programs and proposals that are being discussed in this country today, please tell me whether
you strongly favor, favor, oppose, or strongly oppose each. The first one is... (READ AND RANDOMIZE;
OBSERVE FORM SPLITS).

------ FAVOR ------ ----- OPPOSE -------
Strongly Strongly Don’t
Net favor Favor Net oppose Oppose  know

ASK FORM 1 ONLY [N=710]:
c.F1 An increase in the minimum wage,

from $5.15 an hour to $6.45 an hour 86 49 37 11 3 8 3=100
December, 2004 86 53 33 12 4 8 2=100
June, 2001 87 49 38 12 4 8 1=100
October, 1999 82 48 34 16 4 12 2=100
February, 1998° 80 48 32 19 5 14 1=100

See: Mark K. Matthews, “Wages, gay marriage could tilt '06 ballots”, Stateline.org, March 20, 2006
http://www.stateline.org/live/ViewPage.action?siteNodeld=137&languageld=1&contentld=97208

In February 1998, the question was worded: "An increase in the minimum wage, from $5.15 an hour to $6.15 an hour."



ASK FORM 2 ONLY [N=695]:
d.F2 An increase in the minimum wage,
from $5.15 an hour to $7.15 an hour 83 49 34 14 4 10 3=100



